
Happy Spring Everyone,
As winter fades and the sunny days of spring arrive, we're
reminded of the incredible contributions you've made to our
students' growth throughout the year. With the end of the school
year on the horizon, we want to take a moment to express our
heartfelt thanks for all that you do. This month, in honor of
Volunteer Appreciation, we want to acknowledge the dedication
and hard work you put into supporting our students, especially in
providing one-on-one assistance in the classroom.
We have received so many kind words from our stations and are
truly grateful for your service. Your impact is meaningful, and we
appreciate everything you do to make a difference.
Looking ahead, if you’re interested in continuing to help over the
summer, please let Joni know! There are opportunities available
with APS summer school, YDIs, and Multigenerational Centers.
Additionally, end-of-year volunteer evaluations will be sent out to
your teachers later this month.
Spring is also a time to enjoy the many outdoor activities
Albuquerque has to offer. Whether it’s butterfly watching, visiting
the zoo, strolling through the Botanic Garden, or exploring local
outdoor markets, there’s so much to enjoy. And, of course, the
patios of our beloved local restaurants and cafes are reopening,
perfect for gathering with friends over a meal.
Take this time to enjoy the beauty of Albuquerque, spend time
with family and friends, and make time for yourself. You deserve it!
Thank you once again for your unwavering support and dedication
to our students. Have a wonderful spring!
  
Your FGP Team,
Marie, Joni, & Estelle
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Rupe Tafoya has a phenomenal 30 years of experience in
                                           Volunteering with FGP.  She joined FGP after the      

                             death of her husband thinking she loved children and    
                              wanted to keep busy ~ a neighbor's daughter in law gave her

FGP information and the rest is history as they say. 
She was born in 1934 in Mora County and has lived in New Mexico her

whole life.   She has 5 children, 3 girls and 2 boys.  They all still live in New
Mexico, with 4 of them building their lives right here in Albuquerque.  She
really enjoyed being a mom and raising her children.  Now she also has 10

grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren.  Adding to those biological
children Grandma Rupe has lots of extended/additional unconditional

family.  Like the teacher she served with for over 25 years and the teachers
child who also calls her grandma and even makes sure to still visit when in

town.  Grandma has been to so many extra events with her added
family...she still receives invites to weddings, visits, you name it.  She has
grown close to so many of the children she serves with...so much so that
they remember her as their Grandma for years and years after they have

carried on in their education and lives.   She currently is serving at Griegos
Elementary School with teacher Ms. Ortiz and is described as a blessing.  

FGP is happy to have Grandma Rupe as part of our team! 
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Important April Dates Important April Dates 
April is National Volunteer Month

11 April ~ In-Service @ Barelas Community Center
16 Apil ~ FGP/SCP Advisory Council Meeting

18 April ~ FGP Pinning RSVPs are Due
20 April ~ Happy Easter

Teacher Surveys will be sent out



Join the FGP/SCP Advisory Council!
Council Member Requirements include attending
quarterly meetings, be part of at least one sub-
committee such as recruitment or one of the event
committees and may serve as a grievance body.  We
use council members to help in the planning of
special projects and events.  Council Members do
not need to be a senior, it is not required to serve or
be part of FGP or SCP in any other capacity, just a
want to help these 2 awesome programs serve our
community.  If you or  you know someone that would
like to help with our Advisory Committee please
contact Joni @ 764-6421.  

Inclement Weather Policy
Windy and unpredictable Spring!

 Please stay safe.  The Foster Grandparent
Program follows the Albuquerque Public

Schools (APS) policy for weather delays and
closures. During these occurrences, please
check the television, internet, or radio for

official closures or delays. For more
information refer to your FGP Handbook.

Please call the office if you have any
questions or concerns.

Wear your FGP 
Nametag whenever you are in

Service.  At school, In-services, 
and special projects for example. 
Lost tag, please ask for a new one.

Rosie Cole
6 April

Joni VanMeir
 7 April

Sandra Hernandez
2 April

Lorrie Gallegos
15 April

Eloisa Montano-Cano
11 April

Sandra Perea
23 April

Sylvia Lucero
4 April

Training Requirements
All FGP Volunteers are required to

complete a minimum of 24 hours of
training per fiscal year (July - June).  If

you are low on training hours you will be
receiving a call to set up a time to come

to the FGP office to complete training
hours.  This is a grant requirement.

E-Waste
Recycling Event

When
Apr 26, 2025

08:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Where: Tingley Beach (north parking lot)
1800 Tingley Dr SW Albuquerque, NM 87102

The ABQ BioPark is teaming up with ACTenviro
and New Mexico Computer Recyclers to host an

e-waste recycling event - just drive through
and drop off old & used electronics!
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SAVE THE DATE for this year's 50+ Senior Tech Connect Fair! This

event serves as a chance for older adults to explore today's

technology. It's free to attend and open to all seniors. Hosted by the

City of Albuquerque's Department of Senior Affairs and Adelante

DiverseIT.

If your organization or business would like to be involved, please

contact Amber Maestas at arosemaestas@cabq.gov.

Information and Sign Up 
 at a Senior Center Front Desk



VIVA LAS
VEGAS

Limited Spaces Please RSVP to your
Coordinator or call by April 16 Any
questions please call 505-764-6474 

April 25, 2025
9:30 A.M. TO 1:30 P.M.

Taylor Ranch Community Center
4900 Kachina St NW 87120

TAYLOR RANCH WITH THE DEPARTMENT
OF SENIOR AFFAIRS PRESENTS 

MUSIC BY THE
TONE DADDIES 

Let’s celebrate 

Earth Day!
Tuesday, April 22nd 
08:30 am - 12:30 am

Our Home, Our Responbility
Barelas Senior Center

Attendees will receive a free plant, compliment of senior
affairs 

Donate your food scraps to the Barelas Senior
Center Compost Site!

Come learn the simple procedures you’ll need to follow
for putting your food scraps to good use

NATIONAL
TAKE A WALK DAY

W A L K I N G  T O U R

IT’S SPRING, IT’S APRIL, AND IT’S A BEAUTIFUL TIME TO TAKE A WALK! JOIN
US ON A SHORT WALK AROUND TWO PARKS AS WE CELEBRATE ‘NATIONAL
TAKE A WALK DAY’. PUT ON YOUR WALKING SHOES AND JOIN US! 

MEETING POINT:
BARELAS SENIOR CENTER
10 AM

WEDNESDAY,
04.02.2025

Free night at the Museum
When
Apr 17, 2025
05:00 PM - 08:30 PM

Where
Albuquerque Museum
2000 Mountain Rd. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
505-243-7255

Description
Celebrate Jazz History Month with Albuquerque
Museum and New Mexico Jazz Workshop. Join
charismatic musician and music educator Frank
Leto for Roots of Jazz. Backed by a jazz quartet
and dazzling dancers, Leto takes us on a journey
through history, highlighting the cultural
blending that has made jazz a uniquely American
art form.

This event is made possible in part by The City of
Albuquerque's Urban Enhancement Trust Fund
and New Mexico Arts.
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Caribbean Jerk Pulled Pork Sliders 
3 pounds boneless pork shoulder roast 
1/2 cup orange juice 
1/4 cup cider vinegar 
1/4 cup Caribbean Jerk Chicken Seasoning 
2 tablespoons firmly packed brown sugar 
24 potato slider rolls, toasted

Ingredients 
Tropical Salsa 

1 1/2 cups canned crushed
pineapple, well drained 

3 tablespoons finely
chopped jalapeño pepper 

3 tablespoons orange juice 
1 1/2 teaspoons Caribbean

Jerk Chicken Seasoning

INSTRUCTIONS 
1. For the Sliders, place pork in slow cooker. Mix orange juice, vinegar,

Seasoning and brown sugar until blended. Pour over pork. Cover. 
2. Cook 8 hours on LOW or 4 hours on HIGH. 

3. Meanwhile, for the Tropical Salsa, mix all ingredients in medium bowl 
until well blended. Cover. Refrigerate until ready to serve. 

4. Remove pork from slow cooker. Shred pork, using 2 forks. Return pork 
to slow cooker. Mix and heat with sauce before serving. 

Serve on toasted rolls with Tropical Salsa. 

TIPS AND TRICKS Note: For less spicy heat in the pulled pork, decrease
Caribbean Jerk Seasoning to 3 tablespoons.

NUTRITION INFORMATION (per Serving) 
Calories 434 - Total Fat 18g - Cholesterol 74mg - Sodium 319mg 

Carbohydrates 40g - Fiber 4g - Protein 28g








